We the People – Level 1

Elementary Pacing Guide

The following guide is only an example that can be used for an when given 10 weeks of instruction, for classes approximately 90 minute in length.  It is based on roughly 25-30 days of instruction, allowing for two weeks of hearing preparation.  This is only intended to be a guide and you will want to adopt it to fit your particular schedule. Take into consideration that the curriculum generally fits into the traditional school calendar directly after the President’s Day holiday, and teachers must take into account a week off for Spring Break and possibly standardized testing as well.

Unit 1: What basic ideas about government did the Founders have?
       





Key Concepts


   Activities/Resources
         

Length

	Lesson 1: British Colonies in America

Use this lesson to familiarize students with lesson format.
	Founders
	If time allows, begin with a scavenger hunt of the book.
	60 min.

	Lesson 2: Why do people need a govt.?
	Natural Rights
	Begin with Ideas to Discuss pg. 14

Day 2:  Begin with activity pg 16, state of nature
	2 hr.

(over 2 days)


	Lesson 3:  What is a republican govt.?
	Common Good
Civic Virtue
	HW: Interview someone who performs a civic virtue.
Day 2: Read Cincinnatus & 
Share interviews
	2 hr.
(over 2 days)

	Lesson 4: Constitutional Govt.?
	Constitution 
(written v. unwritten)
	Begin with activity pg. 30
Scott Foresman 

Unit 6 Lesson 5
	90 min

	Lesson 5: Declaration of Independence?
	Constitution v. 

Declaration of Independence
	Use the Declaration of Independence in the back of the book as a primary resource
	90 min.

	Lesson 6:  Our First State Govt.?
	Constitutional govt. (limits power) (separation of powers & 

     check and balances 
	
	90 min.


Unit 2:  How did the Framers write the Constitution?

	Lesson 7: The first national govt.?
	Articles of Confederation 

(Our 1st Constitution)
	Harcourt Brace  

Unit 5 Ch.10 Lesson 1
Scott Foresman 

Unit 7 Lesson 1
	90 min.

	Lesson 8: The Philadelphia Conv.?
	Framers v. Founders
	Make a list of Founders v. Framers
	90 min

	Lesson 9: How many representatives  should each state have in Congress?
	The Great Compromise

Senate v. House of Rep.
	Begin with Activity pg. 74 & 75
Day 2: Introduce the class to Congress, create a chart/diagram
Scott Foresman 

Unit 6 Lesson 7
	2 hr.

(over 2 days)

	Lesson 10: What about slavery?
	3/5 Compromise

Slaves = Property
	Begin by discussing chart on pg. 82

Harcourt Brace 
Unit 5 Ch.10 Lesson 2

Scott Foresman 

Unit 7 Lesson 2
	90 min.


Unit 3:  How does the Constitution organize our government?

	Lesson 11:  What basic ideas are in 
the Preamble?
	“We the People” = the people hold the power (republican government)
	Activity pg 91

Scott Foresman 

Unit 7 Lesson 3
	2 hr.
(over 2 days)

	Lesson 12:  How does the Constitution limit the power of our government?
	Separation of Powers
Checks and Balances
	Use this lesson to give a brief overview of the branches students will be studying in the next activity
	90 min.

	Lesson 13:  

What is the legislative branch?
	Senate
House of Representatives

How a Bill becomes a Law
	
	( see 
   note below

	Lesson 14:

What is the executive branch?
	President
Cabinet
	“Many Hats of the President”
(i.e Commander in Chief, Chief Diplomat, Chief Executive, Head of State)
	

	Lesson 15:

What is the judicial branch?
	Supreme Court
	Read and Discuss 
Marbury v. Madison (1803)
Harcourt Brace 

Unit 5 Ch.10 Lesson 3
	

	Lesson 16:  
How did the Constitution create a federal system of government?


	State Powers

Federal Powers

Shared Powers
	Harcourt Brace
Unit 5  Ch.11 Lesson 1
Scott Foresman Activity 

Unit 7 Lesson 4

New York v. United States (1992)
	


(  If you are feeling short on time, I suggest you “jigsaw” Lessons 13-16, assigning a small group a students each part to read and 
      report back to the class, creating a diagram to explain their piece of the lesson (i.e. organization, powers, limits of each branch) 

     This can take 2-3 days as opposed to 4-5 days
Unit 4:  How does the Constitution protect our basic rights?

	Lesson 17:  How does the Constitution protect your right to freedom of expression?
	People have to give up some freedom to protect the common good’s natural rights
	Ideas to discuss pg. 139
If time permits, use the second day to discuss and debate the following supreme court cases:

Feiner v. New York (1951)
Nebraska Press Assoc. v Stuart (1976)

Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)

Texas v. Johnson (1989)
	2 hrs.
(over 2 days)

	Lesson 18:  How does the Constitution protect your right to freedom of religion?
	Separation of 

Church & State
	Engel v. Vitale (1962)

Minersville SD v. Gobitis (1940)
Lynch v. Donnelly (1984)

McCreary County v. ACLU (2005)

Van Orden v. Perry (2005)
	90 min.

	Lesson 19:  Our right to Equal Protection of the Laws?
	Civil War Amendments
	Begin by discussing 

Dred Scott v. Sandford  (1857)

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

Brown v. Board of Education (1954)
	90 min.

	Lesson 20:  Right to Due Process of the Law?
	5th Amendment
14th Amendment
	Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

Miranda v. Arizona (1966)

Carroll v. United States (1925)

Scott Foresman  Activity Unit 7
	90 min.

	Lesson 21:  Does the Constitution protect our Right to Vote?
	19th Amendment
24th Amendment

26th Amendment
	Harcourt Brace 
Unit 5 Ch.11 Lesson 3
	90 min.


Unit 5:  What are the responsibilities of citizens?


	Lesson 22:  What is the role of the United States in the world today?
	
	If time is limited, this lesson can be read and outlined for homework.
	60 min.

	Lesson 23:  Responsibilities of Citizens?
	
	Have students complete activity on pgs 184-185 in small groups to determine leaders and problems that may arise in final Unit Groupings for Simulated Hearings.
	90 min.

	Lesson 24:  How can citizens promote the common good?
	common good
	Can be assigned for homework following Lesson 23.

Scott Foresman 

Unit 7 Lesson 5
	30 min.


Divide students into teams and assign each a unit to prepare for simulated hearing.  Hearing preparation should take from 1-2 weeks.
