Franchise Activity
Instructions:  the following is a list of reasons that people have been denied the vote in US History.  With your group, discuss the reason that the franchise (vote) was denied.  What was the government’s reason for doing this?  In your opinion, is this an acceptable or unacceptable action by government?

	Reason for denying franchise
	Government’s Reason
	Acceptable or 
Unacceptable

	Insufficient property


	
	

	Failure to meet residency requirement
	
	

	Gender


	
	

	Race


	
	

	Failure to pay poll tax

	
	

	Failure to pass literacy test
	
	

	Not 21 years old


	
	

	Convicted criminal (in prison or on parole)
	
	

	Convicted felon (sentenced already served)
	
	

	Mentally ill


	
	

	Not a citizen


	
	

	Tribal member


	
	

	Failure to present photo ID
	
	

	Cannot read ballot (printed only in English)
	
	


