  We the People – Level 2
Middle School Pacing Guide

The following guide is only an example that can be used when given 10-12 weeks of instruction, for classes approximately 45 minutes in length.  It is based on approx. 45 days of instruction, allowing for 1-2 weeks of hearing preparation.  This is only intended to be a guide and you will want to adapt it to fit your particular schedule. This pacing guide is planned alongside Glencoe: The American Journey textbook.

       Lesson


              Topics/CA Standards
       Resources/Notes
	Founding the American Colonies 

Glencoe: The American Journey 2.1
	The Virginia Colony

The 13 English Colonies

(CA 8.1.4)
	Map of the 13 Colonies

Discussion of Jamestown

	“What were the British colonies in America like in the 1770s?”

We the People:  Unit 1 Lesson 1
	British Colonies in North America
Lives of the colonists

Values of the colonists

Founders                          (CA 8.1.1)
	Jamestown:Primary Source Activity
Map of the 13 Colonies

	Life in Colonial America 
Glencoe: The American Journey 2.2
	Colonial Government
The Road to Representative Govt.

(CA 8.1.1, 8.1.4, 8.2.1)
	Massachusetts Discussion

Road to Colonial Government

	Life in Colonial America

Continued…..

Glencoe: The American Journey 2.1
	Colonial Government

The Road to Representative Govt.

(CA 8.1.1, 8.1.4, 8.2.1)
	Massachusetts Discussion

Map of the 13 Colonies


	Article:  Four Bullets Through My Coat (from Cobblestone)
	French and Indian War
(CA 8.1)
	French and Indian War 
Mapping Activity

	Troubles in the Colonies
Glencoe: The American Journey 2.3
	New British Policies
Tax Protests Lead to Revolt

(CA 8.1.4)
	American Revolution Discussion

	“What experiences led to the American Revolution?”
We the People: Unit 2 Lesson 7
	Colonial governments
Acts of Parliament (e.g. Stamp Act)
	American Revolution Discussion

	“What experiences led to the American Revolution?” 
We the People: Unit 2 Lesson 7 continued….
	Committees of Correspondence, Boston Tea Party, Boston Massacre,
First & Second Continental Congresses
	American Revolution Discussion

	The Slave Ship

(from The United States: Change and Challenge, by Holt, Rinehart and Winston Staff)
	(CA 8.7.2)
	American Revolution Discussion


	“Why do we need government?”
We the People: Unit 1 Lesson 2
	John Locke, Natural Rights, 

State of Nature, Social Contract
(CA 8.1.4)
	Foundation of American Democracy discussion

	“What is a republican government?”
We the People: Unit 1 Lesson 3
	Roman government
Republican government

Civic virtue

(CA 8.1.4)
	Foundation of American Democracy discussion



	“What is a republican government?”
We the People: Unit 1 Lesson 3 
continued…..
	
	Exploration and Colonization Test

	“What is constitutional government?”
We the People: Unit 1 Lesson 4
	Constitution

Constitutional government

Higher law

(CA 8.1.4)
	Foundation of American Democracy discussion


	“How did constitutional government develop in Great Britain?”

We the People: Unit 2 Lesson 6
	Rights of Englishmen, Feudal System, Magna Carta, Parliament, English Bill of Rights (CA 7.6.3, 7.6.5, 7.11.6, 8.2.1)
	Foundation of American Democracy discussion


(  Unit 1 Team can read We the People Unit 1 Lesson 5 “ How can we organize government to prevent the abuse of power?” on their own
	The Enlightenment

Glencoe: The American Journey 2.3
	Europe’s Heritage of Ideas

A New View of the World

(CA 7.11.4, 7.11.5, 7.11.6, 8.2.1)
	Foundation of American Democracy discussion

	The English and French Philosophers

(from Of Democrats and Dictators)
	John Locke

Montesquieu

Jean Jacques Rousseau
(CA 7.11.5, 8.1.2, 8.1.4, 8.2.7)
	Foundation of American Democracy discussion
(2 days)

	Slavery Begins in America
Portions of Glencoe: AJ 1.2, 2.2, 6.3
	Slave Trade
Plantation Life in the South

Criticism of Slavery

(CA 8.7.2)
	“Slavery and the Making of America” DVD
(2 days)


	“What basic ideas about government are in the Declaration of Indep.?”

We the People: Unit 2 Lesson 8
	Declaration of Independence

Loyalists v. Patriots

(CA 8.1.2)
	American Revolution Discussion

(2 days)

	War of Independence

Glencoe: The American Journey 2.4
	The Colonies Declare Independence

The American Revolution

(CA 8.1.2, 8.1.3)
	American Revolution Discussion
1776 DVD

(2 days)

	
	
	Foundations of American Democracy Test


	What happened during the American Revolution?  How did the government function? 

We the People: Unit 2 Lesson 9
	Lexington and Concord

Second Continental Congress

Quebec Campaign, Battle of Saratoga, Valley Forge

Diplomacy, Yorktown

Treaty of Paris                 (CA 8.1.3)
	American Revolution Discussion

(2 days)

	How did the states govern themselves after the Revolution?

We the People: Unit 2 Lesson 10
	State constitutions

Massachusetts constitution

Virginia Declaration of Rights

(CA 8.2.2)
	American Revolution Discussion

(2 days)

	How did the Articles of Confederation organize the first national govt.?
We the People: Unit 2 Lesson 11
	Articles of Confederation
Shays’ Rebellion

(CA 8.2.2, 8.3.5)
	The United States Constitution Discussion

	The Articles of Confederation
Glencoe: The American Journey 3.1
	State Constitutions
Articles of Confederation

(CA 8.2.2, 8.3.1, 8.3.2, 8.9.3)
	The United States Constitution
Discussion


	Convention and Compromise
Glencoe: The American Journey 3.2
	Shays’ Rebellion
The Constitutional Convention

The Virginia and New Jersey Plans

The Great Compromise

(CA 8.2.2, 8.2.3, 8.3.5, 8.9.2)
	The United States Constitution Discussion

	How did the Framers resolve the conflict about representation in Congress?
We the People:  Unit 3 Lesson 13
	Large v. Small States
Virginia Plan

New Jersey Plan

The Great Compromise   (CA 8.2.3)
	The United States Constitution Discussion
(  Discuss We the People Essays at this point,the format of the WTP Congressional Hearings is discussed.  The unit essay topics are passed out. 
(2 days)

	
	
	American Revolution Test

	How did the Framers resolve the conflict between the Northern and Southern states?
We the People: Unit 3 Lesson 14
	North v. South
Three-fifths Clause

Fugitive Slave Clause

(CA 8.2.3)
	The United States Constitution Discussion


(  Unit 3 Team can read We the People Unit 3 Lesson 12 “Who attended the Philadelphia Convention? How was it organized?” on their own
	How did the Framers resolve the conflict about the powers of the legislative branch?

We the People: Unit 3 Lesson 15
	Enumerated and General powers

Limits on Congress

Checks on Congress

(CA 8.2.6)
	“Solve the Problem” (WTP p. 135)
(2 days)


	
	
	We the People Team Meeting:

Prior to this day, students have been assigned to WTP Units.  They work together on the first day to brainstorm information that could go into their two essays.  They will divide themselves into two groups; one group will write one of the essays, the other group will write the other.

	How does the U.S. Supreme Court use the power of judicial review?

We the People: Unit 4 Lesson 21
	Judicial review
Marbury v. Madison

(CA 8.4.3)
	The United States Constitution Discussion
Marbury v. Madison Activity

	
	
	We the People Team Meeting:
Groups divide the work up in various ways.  Sometimes there is one student who wants to write the whole thing; other times they divide the parts of the essay up between them.  All students are responsible for the essay, so while one person is writing, other can be doing research on the topic.


(  Unit 3 Team reads We the People Unit 3 Lesson 16 

“How much power should be given to the executive and judicial branches?” on their own

(  Unit 4 Team reads We the People Unit 4 Lesson 17-20, 22 on their own
	How does the Constitution protect freedom of expression?

We the People: Unit 5 Lesson 23
	Freedom of expression

Benefits of the limitations to freedom of expression

(CA 8.2.6, 8.2.7)
	Tinker v. Des Moines

Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier

The US Constitution Discussion
(  We the People Oral 

      Presentation Practice

(2 days)

	How does the Constitution protect freedom of religion?

We the People: Unit 5 Lesson 24
	Freedom of religion

Establishment  Clause

Free Exercise Clause

(CA 8.2.6, 8.2.7)
	The US Constitution Discussion

(  We the People Oral 

      Presentation Practice



	“Tinker v. Des Moines School District”
We the People: Unit 5 Lesson 23

(pp. 200-201)
	
	We the People Teams 

work on essays

	“Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier”
We the People: Unit 5 Lesson 23

(pp. 204-205)
	
	We the People Teams 

work on essays


(  This is an informal opportunity for the teams to get up in front of the class and practice their oral presentation skills.  During theses sessions, a question is posed to the group about the Constitution or history.  We focus on speaking clearly and loudly, listening to one another, helping each other out when needed, and body posture.  Content is not criticized at the point. A lot of positive feedback is given.
(  We the People Essays are DUE
Once each group completes their essays, read through them and make suggestions and comments.  The biggest issue at this point is usually length – the essays are too long!
	How does the Constitution safeguard the right to equal protection of the law?
We the People: Unit 5 Lesson 26
	Equal protection clause
Plessy v. Ferguson

Brown v. Board of Education
	We the People Practice:  These sessions are more formal.  Walk through the entire process of the Congressional Hearing – written presentation and questioning with timing.  

	How does the Constitution protect the right to due process of law?
We the People: Unit 5 Lesson 27
	Due process of law
In re Gault

( CA 8.2.7, 8.11.5)
	We the People Practice  
(2 days)

	What are the right and responsibilities of citizenship?
We the People: Unit 6 Lesson 29
	Citizenship
Rights and responsibilities of citizens

(CA 8.3.6)
	We the People Practice  


(  Unit 5 Team reads We the People Unit 5 Lesson 25 

“How has the right to vote expanded since the Constitution was adopted?” on their own
(  Unit 6 Team reads We the People Unit 6 Lesson 28 & 30 

“What is the relationship of the United States to other nations in the world?” & “How might citizens participate in civic affairs?”

 on their own

WEEK 11& 12:  Continue We the People Practice, until the day of the Hearing.
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