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We The People…the Citizen and the Constitution:  Level 3 Pacing Guide

Instruction timeframe:  18 week semester course in American Government and/or Civics
*resources section includes Teacher’s guide (TG), Website (WB) and reference section appendices in text

**assessment questions are from multiple choice test in Teacher’s Guide.  Alternative forms of assessment are outlined in the guide and are suggested to supplement the test. 
	
	Lesson/Focus
	California Content Standards Addressed
	Resources*
	Assessment **

	Week 1
	Lesson 1: What did the Founders think about Constitutional government?
Lesson 2:  What ideas about civic life informed the founding generation?


	12.1.1, 12.1.4, 12.3.4
12.1.1, 12.1.3, 12.1.4
	Biographies of relevant philosophers on WB;  Activity on Hobbes in TG
Handout D1 in appendix
	Questions 1,3

	Week 2
	Lesson 3: What Historical Developments Influenced Modern Ideas of Individual Rights?
Lesson 4: What were the British origins of American constitutionalism?
	12.1.3, 12.1.4, 12.3.3, 12.9.1
11th grade standards correlation
	WB biographies;
TG info on enlightenment thinkers; enrichment activity in TG pg 31
	Questions 5,7,8,10,11


	Week 3
	Lesson 5: What basis ideas about rights and constitutional government did colonial Americans Hold?
Lesson 6: Why did American colonists want to free themselves from Great Britain?

Lesson 7:  What basic ideas about government and rights did the state constitutions include?

Note: much information in lessons 5 and 6 are review from grade 11.  Emphasis should be placed on lesson 7.
	11th grade standards correlation
	WB Fundamental Orders of Connecticut; enrichment activity in TG, debate
TG:  Massachusetts constitutional differences;  WB: Virginia Declaration of Rights
	Questions 2,12,13,14,15


	Week 4
	Lesson 8:What were the Articles of Confederation and why did some Founders want to change them?
Lesson 9: How was the Philadelphia convention organized?

Lesson 10: Why was representation a major issue at the Philadelphia convention?
	12.9.3
	WB:  Franklin’s Plan for Confederation;  
TG:  statement from Annapolis meeting; WB: link to Gordon Lloyd materials


	Questions 16,17,18,19

	Week 5
	Lesson 11:  What questions did the Framers consider in designing the three branches of the federal government?
Lesson 12: How did the delegates distribute powers between national and state governments?
	12.1.5, 12.4.1, 12.4.4, 12.4.5, 12.6.2, 12.6.8
12.7.1, 12.7.3, 12.9.3, 12.10
	TG: electoral college extension activity; 
	Questions 4,20,21

	Week 6
	Lesson 13: What was the Anti-Federalist position in the debate about ratification?
Lesson 14: What was the Federalist position in the debate about ratification?
	12.1.5
	TG: enrichment activity pg 95;
Appendix D2 and D3:  Debate
	Questions 6,25,23,22,34


	Week 7
	Lesson 15: How have amendments and judicial review changed the Constitution?
Lesson 16: What is the role of political parties in the constitutional system?
	12.2.1, 12.4.2, 12.5.2, 12.5.3
12.1.5, 12.6.1, 12.6.2
	TG: proposed amendments;
WB: extension for Marbury v. Madison; TG: third parties activity 
	Questions 31,32, 64

	Week 8
	Lesson 17: How did the Civil War test and transform the American constitutional system?
Lesson 18: How has the due process clause of the 14th Amendment changed the constitution?
	11th grade standards correlation
12.1.6
	WB: primary sources from Lincoln and South Carolina; TG: case law on substantive due process and incorporation
	Questions 36,37,38,39,40,53,
54

	Week 9
	Lesson 19: How has the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment changed the constitution?
Lesson 20: How has the right to vote been expanded since the adoption of the Constitution?

	12.1.6, 12.5.1, 12.5.4
12.6.4
	TG:  Plessy v. Ferguson dissent; WB case law; TG suffrage timeline

	Questions 43,44


	Week 10
	Lesson 21: What is the role of Congress in the American Constitutional Democracy?
Lesson 22: How does Congress perform its functions in the American Constitutional System?
	12.1.2, 12.4.1, 12.5.3, 12.6.6
12.4.1, 12.7.6
	TG: Congressional powers detail; WB: Burke’s speech on representation; TG: definition of filibuster
	Questions 9, 27,41

	Week 11
	Lesson 23: What is the role of the President in the American Constitutional system? 
Lesson 24:  How are national laws administered in the American Constitutional system?


	12.4.4, 12.5.3, 12.7.1, 12.7.5, 12.7.8, 12.8.3, 12.9.2
12.4.1, 12.4.4, 12.7.1
	TG: Steel Seizure case; TG: pg 169 enrichment activity on presidential power

	Questions 26,57

	Week 12
	Lesson 25:  What is the role of the Supreme court in the American Constitutional system?
Lesson 26:  How does American Federalism work?
	12.1.5, 12.4.2, 12.4.5, 12.4.6, 12.5.2, 12.5.3
12.6.5, 12.7.1, 12.7.2, 12.7.6, 12.9.3, 12.10
	Appendix D5 map; TG enrichment activity; WB links to state constitutions
	Question 56

	Week 13
	Lesson 27: What are bills of rights and what kinds of rights does the US Bill of Rights protect?
Lesson 28: How does the 1st Amendment affect the establishment and free exercise of religion?


	12.1.6, 12.2.1, 12.2.2,12.7.4

12.2.1, 12.3.1, 12.3.3, 12.5.1, 12.10 
	WB: Madison’s original bill of rights; 
WB: court case explanations 


	Questions 28,29,24,35


	Week 14
	Lesson 29:  How does the 1st Amendment protect free expression?
Lesson 30:  How does the 1st Amendment protect freedom to assemble, petition, and associate?


	12.2.1, 12.5.1, 12.8.1, 12.10
12.2.1, 12.3.2, 12.5.1


	TG: case law on restricting speech and press;  TG: enrichment activity
	Questions 42,47,49,50,51

	Week 15
	Lesson 31:  How do the 4th and 5th amendments protect against unreasonable law enforcement procedures?
Lesson 32: How do the 5th, 6th, and 8th amendments protect rights within the judicial system?
	12.2.1, 12.5.1, 12.5.4, 12.10
12.2.1, 12.5.1
	TG: exceptions to warrant requirement; WB: bar association chart on case moving through legal system
	Questions 52,65

	Week 16
	Lesson 33: What does it mean to be a citizen?
Lesson 34:  What is the importance of civic engagement to American constitutional democracy?

Lesson 35: How have civil rights movements resulted in fundamental political and social change in the US?


	12.1.2, 12.2.3, 12.2.5, 12.2.6
12.2.4, 12.3.1, 12.3.2, 12.6.4, 12.6.6

12.6.4, 12.5.4, 12.10
	TG: comparative views of citizenship; TG: history of naturalization criteria; TG: enrichment activity on ERA; TG: extension on Gandhi and satygraha

	Questions 48,59,60,62,55,58


	Week 17
	Lesson 36: How have American political ideas and the American Constitutional system influenced other nations?
Lesson 37:  What Key challenges does the US face in the future?

Lesson 38: What are the challenges of the participation of the US in world affairs?


	12.9.8
12.8.2
	WB: influence of technology on participation study
	Questions 45,63

	Week 18
	Lesson 39:  What does returning to fundamental principles mean?
Simulated Congressional Hearing prepartion
	
	
	Question 61
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